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• - TO  THE  ALDRIDGE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Mr  .Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  {ut  j- 

» • 

.'47  7 I have  the  honour  of  submitting  my  seventeenth  Annual:  Report  on 
the 'Health,  and  Sanitary  conditions  of  the  Aldridge  Urban  District  for 
the  year  ending  December  31st  1941*  , . 

I have  been  instructed  by  the  Minister  of  Health  to  compile  this 

Report  on  lines  similar  to  the  Annual  Report ' for  "1940. 

.\X  fv  ■;  ■ . 

AREA. 

■'j  r ■ .... 

The  area  of  the  District  is  9,284  acres. 

POPULATION. 

The  Registrar-General' s estimate  of  resident  population  is  24,010. 

INHABITAT ED  HOUSES, 

The  number  of  inhabitated  houses  according  to  rate  books  at  the  end 
of  1941  was  7154*  ■ ... 

RATEABLE  VALUE. 

•The  Rateable  Value  was  £1-1:6,393  at  31/12/41  and  the  sum 
represented  by  a Id  Rate  was  £440.  . 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are,  Brickmaking,  Mining 
and  Agriculture,  the  district  also  being  largely -residential. 

VITAL  STATISTICS, 

These  statistics  relate  to  the  nett  births  and  deaths,  after 
correction  for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  as  furnished  by  the 
Registrar-General.' 

Live  Births  (For  calculating  Birth  Rate)  , 


Males. 

Legitimate  ~2  61  ~ 

Illegitimate  4 


Of  these  543  births  - 439  were  actually  registered  locally,  the 
remaining  104  were,  transferred  into  the  district  from  outside  areas,, 
Approximately  QOfa  of  the  births  were  therefore  registered  locally, 
the  same  as  last  year.  ••• ;: 

• I.,,  The  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  population  -is 

22.61.  The 'Live  Birth  Rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and'  Wales  was 

14.2. 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  - This  rate  as  calculated -above.,  is  -0. 20, 

Still  Birth  Rate  - 14  still  births  (males  9 females  5)  were 
registered  and  the  rate  per  1 ,000  total  (live  and  still)  births.-  is 
25.13  op  O.58  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  Still  Birth  Rate  for 
the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  O.51. 


Females.  Total. 

277  538 

1 — 5- 

543 


4 v 


-2- 


Death  Hate  - There  were  229  deaths  (males  123  females  106)  and  the 
Crude  Death  rate  is  9*  33  per  1 ,000  of  the.  population.  The  A.C.F. 

(Areal  Comparability  Factor)  is  under  present  circumstances  to^  be 
discontinued  on  account  of  the  uneven  incidence  of  civilian  war  deaths 
and  the  variety  and  magnitude  of  local  population  movements. 

The  Death  Hate  for  the  whole  of  England  and’ Wales  was  12.9  and  for 
148  Smaller  towns  ( resident  Populations  of  2^,00  -.50,000  at  1931 
census) it  was  13*0* 

Deaths  due  to  Puerperal  Causes  - One  death  resulted  from  puerperal 
“ sepsis  and  one  death  was  due  to  other  Maternal  causes  - giving  a 
Maternal  Mortality  of  3*58  per  1 000  total  births  (Live  and  Still) 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  Live  Birth  Hate  is  considerably 
higher  than  that  for.  all  England  and  Wales,  and  also  that  the  crude 
Death  Hate  is  much  lower  than  that  for  all  England  and  Wales. 

Seventy  four  deaths  were  transferred  into  the  District  and 
70.  were  transferred  out. 

For  the  year  1940  the  Live  Birth  Rate  was  22.74  and  the  Still 
Birth  Rate  was  0.57* 

‘ Infantile  Death  Hate  (under  one  year  of  age)  All’ infants  per  1,000 
live  births  - 66.29* 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  birth  = 66.29 
Illegitimate  " 11  " illegitimate  " " = Nil. 

(i.e.  No  Illegitimate  infant  of  the  5 born,  died) 

Th©  infantile  death  rate  (all  infants)  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales  was  59*0 

■ The  infantile  death  rate  (all  infants)  for  the  District  was  48.5 
for  194°. 

Cancer  etc. . 29  deaths  resulted  from  Cancer,  no  death  from  Measles, 

Two  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  and  four  deaths  of  infants  under  2 years 
of  age  frcm  summer  diarrhoea. 

Two  deaths  were  due  to  Diphtheria , three  from  Influenza,  and  twenty-five 
resulted  from  Pneumonia.  ' . 

Laboratory  Facilities  -.The  County  Bacteriological  Laboratory, Stafford 
supplies  excellent  facilities  for  the  examination  of  swabs-,  specimens 
of  sputa,  blood  etc. 

During. the  year  - 89  reports  on  swabs  from  throats,  ears  and 
noses  etc.,  were  received,  80  of  which  proved  negative.  28  specimens 
of  sputa  were  examined  for  tubercle  bacilli ; and  173  specimens  of 
blood  faeces  etc.,  were  also  examined  and  reported  upon. 

Ambulance.  - An  efficient  Ambulance  Service  for  cases,  other  than 
Infectious  cases,  has  been  maintained  by  the  Council  throughout  the 
year. 

Home  Nursing  - No  occasion  arose  for  engaging  a Nurse  for  the  home 
nursing  of  an  infectious  case. 

Clinics  - The  venereal  disease  clinic  for  diagnostic  and  consultative 
purposes  at  the  Manor  Hospital,  Walsall  (for  both  males  and  females) 
is  available  for  such  cases; 

Hosni tals  — (infectious  and  Otherwise) 

It  is  now  expected  that  all  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  requiring 
isolation  will  be  received  at  the  Wissage  Isolation  Hospital,  Lichfield 
belonging  to  the  Mid-Staffs  Joint  Hospital  Board  of  which  the  Council 
is  a Constituent  Authority. 
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The  Aldridge  Urban  District  Authority  continues  to  be  a member  of 
the  South  Staffs.  Joint  Smallpox  Hospital  Board.  - 

* 

Other  Hospitals  chiefly  used  by ■ the  inhabitants  of  the  area  are:- 

The  General  Hospital  (Voluntary)  Walsall;  The  Birmingham  and 
Wolverhampton  Voluntary  Hospitals,  and  to  a lesser  degree  the  Manor 
Hospital,  Walsall. 

The  Hallam  Hospital,  West  Bromwich,  the  Cannock  .and  Lichfield 
Hospitals  are  also  used  chiefly  for  Public  Assistance  Cases. 

Mother  and  Child  Welfare  - The  Mother  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  and 
also  Anti-Natal  Clinics  are  conducted  by  Medical  Officers  under  the 
County  Authority,  . . 

Water  - The  South -Staffordshire  Waterworks  . Co, , supplies  the  water 
for  the  area.  The  quality  and  quantity  have  been  satisfactory. 

Public  Cleansing;  - This  service  has  continued  to  be  economically  and 
efficiently  conducted  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector* 

Schools  - It  was  not  considered  necessary  to  close  any  School  on 
account,  of  an  outbreak  of  infQOtious  disease. 

The  Schools  are  under  the  Control  of  the  County  Education 
Authority. 

Housing The  number  of  houses  erected  during,' the  year:  - 


Erected  by  Local  Authority  Otherwise 

Erected  during  In  course  of  erection  EreCt-ed  during  In  course  of 

1941*  at  end  of  1941*  1941*  erection  at 

: - end  of  1941. 

Nil  ■ ■ Nil  Nil  Nil 


Erected,  during  1941  - Nil  - TOTALS  - In  course  of  erection  at  end 

of  1941  - Nil 

Full  particulars  regarding  inspections  made,  remedying  of  defects 
action  taken  under  Statutory  Powers,  overcrowding  under  the  Housing 
Act  193^,  etc.  will  be  found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’ s Report. 

Sampling  of  Milk  and  foods.-  The  County  Sampling  Officer  has  taken 
repeated  samples  of  milk  and  foods  and  these  are  examined  and  reported 
upon  by  the  County  Bacteriologist  and  Analyst. 

During  the  year  20  specially  designated  milk  samples  were  examined 
20  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  in ; respect  of  cleanliness  and  one  was 
found  to  contain  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

Thirty-six  samples  of  undesignated  Milk  were  examined  - 18  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory  (See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  for  details) 

Prevalence  of  end  Control  over  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 

Hospital.  Accommoda tion:- 

The  Alternative  modified  Scheme  at  Wissage  proposed  by  the  Mid- 
Staffordshire  Joint  Hospital  Board  is  now  in  operation  and  appears  to 
be  functioning  satisfactorily,.  So  far,  no  case  has  been  refused 
admission. 

SCABIES.  Since  the  commencementbf  the  War,  the  incidence  of  scabies 
has  considerably  increased, but  as  this  disease  is  not  notifiable,  it 
is  impossible  to  state  accurately  how  many  cases  have  occurred.  It 
can,  however,  be  estimated  that  the  numbers  are  such  as  to  justify 
the  establishment  of  a clinic  for  their  treatment,  and  on  instructions 
from  the  Minister  of  Health  this  is  being  done. 
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m:.«iV3SS“Af"S/SS°“a  fS?  ‘n'SSi  5“  f *»• 

■■*“*“•.  -«“s.  =«v,;fS‘” 

Services'1-  cm!  4efIniebEndeFthPW  voluJteers  from  the  Cssualtv 

Visitors  whos^^eSiareSertence  with^M^d10”  °f  °,ounty  Health 
most  useful.  experience  with  this  disease  should  prove 

.At  the  moment,  the  construnti  nn  nf  +>,0  m . • 

Aid  Post  is  not  completed  but  this  ,ill  L lSeftio“  of  the  pirst 

out  as  usual.  The  "two-shot"  method,  was  again  employed°aSnd ‘ mtie 
or  no  -reaction"  was  recorded.  The  materifl  Us,Kr»9g  SSlPitate» 

9°0  children  under  15  years  of  age  were  immunised  at  School 
and  Infant  Welfare  Centres  during  the  year.  bchoolo 

Antitoxin  and  Antiscarlatinal  Serum  - Antitoxin  ia  a nrmV-i 
c^arSe  to  all  General  Practitioners  for  the  treatment 

sunnSed^or0?*1?®  W th?  Dlstvict.  Antiscarlatinal  sl^T?s  also 
upplied  for  tne  treatment  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  alii ed 'infec tions° 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  ( OTHER  THAU"  TUBERCULOSIS!  • 
DURING  TEE  YEAR  1941.  “ 


DISEASE. 

> Total  cases 
notified 

Cases  admi tted 
to  Hosmtal. 

Total  Deaths* 

.Smallpox  A;: 

i 

‘ 

I 

— — ^ - ••  - • 

Scarlet  Fever 

41 

8 

| 

Diphtherfa 

I 24 

19 

2 

.Enteric  .Fever  

- 1 - 



(including  Paratyphoid 

1, 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 " ■ 

1 

Pneumonia 

51  x* 

Cannot  report 

25 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

2 

2 

. 2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

i - ‘ 

Cannot  report 

Dysentery  V ' 

9 

— 

Infantile  Paralysis 

' ; i ' . 

■ v. ... , ; » , 

Measles 

182 

Whooping  Cough 

93 

_ 

• 1 T 

....  • 2-;;V 

The  following  cases  were  admitted  to  Hospitalsj- 


Wis sage  Isolation  Hospital  - Diptheria  — 8 cases.  Scarlet  Fever  1 case. 
Manor  Hospital,  Walsall  - Puerperal  Pyrexia  - 1 case. 

Isolation  Hospi tal, Wa Is all  - Scarlet  Fever  - 5 cases;  Diphtheria  4 cases; 

Pneumonia  1 case$  Whooping  Cough  1 case; 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  2 cases. 

West  Bromwich  Isolation 

Hospital  - - Diph-theri a - l oose-.  • - --Hm 

Cheslyn  Hay  " " - Diphtheria  - 6 coses; '.S car let'.Fever'  1 case. 

Wolverhampton  " " - Scarlet  Fever  - 1 case.  , ' \ 

Wolverhampton  Women’ s 

Hospital  - Puerperal  Pyrexia  - 1 case. 
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; Zymotic  Death:  Bate  - Ten  1 depths  resulted  from  . Zymotic,  diseases  (i.e. 
Smallpox,  Scarlet  Fever,.  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Measles', 

Diarrhoea  and  Fevers)  viz:-;  Tw<b  from  • be  refer  o Spinal  Fever;  tv;o  from 
' Diphtheria,  four  from  Diarrhoea  and  two  from  Whooping  Cough, giving  a 
Zymotic  Death  Rate  of  0.41  per: thousand  of  the  population. 

; I j 

: Tuberculosis  - Thirty-two  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  entered  on  the 
j Register;  25  Pulmonary  and  7 Non-Pulmonary.  | j 

: Six  cases  occurred  in  Aldridge;  17  in  Great  Bahr;  6 in  Rushs 11;  2 in 
; Pelsa]|l;1  in  Streetly.  • " 

; Twelve  of  these  32  cases  were  notified  from  Institutions, 
i Seven  of  these  cases  were  brought  to  my  notice  otherwise  than  by 
formal  notification  on  Form  ”A"  and  Two  of  these  Seven  were  transferred 
.'.from  other  districts. 

; • 1 

i ; T'he  total  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1941 
! was  175  made  up  as  follows 

! u • ' ; . \ 

Males  ■ ; Females 

Pulmonary  Ron-Pulmonary  Pulmonary i Ron-Pulmonary 

’ 57 ; 31  54  ! 

At  tne  end!  of  1940  the  nurilber  oh  the  Register  was  154*  The 
notification  of  tuberculosis  during  the  year  was  good,  and  no  action 
was  necessary  on  account  of  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to  notify. 

Ten  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  two  deaths  from  non- 
pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  registered,  giving  death  rates  per  1000 
of  the  population  of  0,41  and  0.08  respectively. 


The  ages  at  death,  divided’ into  sexes  are  shown  on  the 
following  table:- 


Age 

Period^ 

0 

.1-5  i 
'5.  -10  : 

TO  -15 
■;  5-  rb20 

2-3  -25 
25  -35 
35  -45 
45  -55 
55  -65 
65  and  up 


NEW  CASES 

Pulmonary  Won -Pulmonary 
Male  Female.  Male  Female 

11; 

1 1 2 

1 - - 

3 - 

3 3 1- 

6 i 1 - ! - 

7 11- 

2 - - - 

2 1 


DEATHS.  ; . 

Pulmonary  Ron-Pulmonary 
Male  Female  Male  Female 


1 

1 

2 

1 


1 

3 

1 


1 


1 


TOTALS  ; 25  ' ! 1 7 1 ! ;5:  ; .1  5 !5 1 1 

The  above  table  shows  the  cases  of  Tuberculosis  entered  in  my 
Register  and  deaths  from  thijs  disease,  classified  according  to  age 
and  sex  during  the  year  1941*  " • ; 

Sixteen  cases  were  removed; from  the  Register,  on  account  of  death, 
removal  out  of  the  district,  or; no  recurrence  of  the  disease  for  5 
years  or  3 years  from  Pulmonary , and  Non-Pulmonary  cases,  respectively. 
No  action  was  necessary  under  trie  Public  Health  Act,  1925  section  62. 
Ten  cases  were  notified  on  FormT'C”  and  Nine  on  Form  "Dn 
„ • ; 

Mortuary,,  - The  mortuary  at  Rushall  continues  to  prove  of  great 
convenience  to  both  the  Medical  Profession  and  the  Police. 

I ! 

: t 

Privies  - The  number  of  privies  remaining  throughout  the  District  is 
59>  the  majority  of  these  are  in  isolated  situations,  such  as  farms 
and  farm; cottages.  . , . , ; 

Vaccination  - It  was  not  necessary  to  vaccinate  or  re-vaccinate  any 
person  under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention  Regulations  1917) 
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GENERAL  REMARKS. 


It  is  most  gratifying  to  repdrt  that  in  spite  of  war 
conditions,  the  health  of  the  population  vi/as  good  during 

1941*  ■ - 

The. 'Birth, 3)e6th,  Infantile  and  Still  Birth  Rates  all  compares 
very  favourably  with" these  for  the  County  as  a whole. 

•Mr.Boocock,  our  Sanitary  Inspector,  continues  to  do  his 
work  conscientiously,  as  also  does  P.de  Ville,  who  is  proving 
most  useful  to-  the  Department. 

It  will  be  noted  nearly  900  children  were  immunised  against 
Diphtheria  during  the  year  and'  it  is  calculated  at  least  a 
‘third  of  the  children  resident' in  the  District  are  now  protected 
against  this  disease.  This  Service  has  been  in  operation  for 
10  or  12  years,  ;,and  as  the  Minister  of  Health  is  a nxious  to 
have  at  least  73^  of  oil  children  protected,  Dr. Crawford  and 
myself  are  aiming  at  raising  the  percentage  for  the  District 
to  this  figure.  SiIn  connection  with  this  special  effort  I am 
very  grateful,  .to  Drs.  Crawford  and  Taylor,  School  Medical 
Officers  for  their  valuable  assistance  and  close  and  willing 
co-op eration. 

Again  I wish  to  thank  you,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  and  also  all 
my  fellow  Officers  and  Council  Staff  for  every  consideration 
and  courtesy  received  in  the  course  of  my  duties  during  the 
past  year. 

T am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

V.E, MILNE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


BIRTH  RATES,  CIVILIAN  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OP  MORTALITY,  MATERNAL 
MORTALITY,  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAE 
1941. 

PROVISIONAL  FIGURES  B^SED  ON  WEEKLY  AND  QUARTERLY  RETURNS. 


England 

and 

Wales. 

1 26  County 
Borough 
and  Great 
T owns 
including 
London. 

1 48  Smaller 
Towns. Resident 
Population  25,000- 
50,000  at  1931 
Census. 

London 

Admi nis trative 
County. 

Rates  per  1 , 

000  .Civilian  Population:- 

Live  Births 

14*22 

14.7 

16.4. 

8.9 

Still  " 

09  51Z 

0.58 

0.60 

0.33 

Deaths : - 
All  causes 

1 2.9z  • 

14.9 

13.0 

1 6.3 

Typhoid  and 
Paratphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

Scarlet  Fever 

Oe  00 

0.00 

O.O'l 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.06 

0.07 

0.06 

0.04 

Diphtheria  ' 

0.07 

0.08 

0.06 

0.03 

.Influenza 

0.19 

0.17 

0.20 

0.15 

Smallpox 

. . — 

Measles, 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

Rates  per  1 ,000 

Live  Births:- 

Deaths  under 

1 Year  of  Age 

59 

71 

56 

68 

Deaths  from 
Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis 
under  2 years 
of  Age 

s A dash  (-)  s 
J.  These  rates 

5.1 

7.5 

4. 6 

6.8 

ignifies  that  there  were  no  deaths 

are  those  published  in  the  Quarterly  Retu 

! 

rn. 

1 

Notifications 
Typhoid  Fever  | 0.03 

Paratyphoid  Fever  0.09 
Cerebro  Spinal, 

Fever  0.25 

Scarlet  Fever  1 .47 
Whooping  Copgh  4.39 
Diphtheria  1.25 

Erysipelas  0.30 

Smallpox  - 

Measles  10.33 

Pneumonia  1.25 


Rates  per  1 ,000  Civilian  Population:- 


0.02 

0.03 

0.04 

0.12 

0.09 

0.05 

0.31 

0.20 

0.30 

1.49 

1.51 

1.01 

4.37 

4.50 

3.50 

. 1.53 

1 .1  9 

0.93 

0.36 

0.27 

0.50 

— 

0 

- 

8.27 

10.47 

4.77 

1 .53 

1 .04 

1.07 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (live  and  Still) 


Maternal  I I 

Mortality  (Excluding  Abortion) 
Puerperal 
Infection 
(No.  147) 

Others 
Total 

Notifications^ - 
Puerperal  Fever 


Pyrexia 


11.91  15.64 


NOT  AVAILABLE 


9.43 


^ Including]  Puerperal  Fever 
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TOTAL  .DEATHS. 

CAUSES'  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  ALDRIDGE  U.D.C,  (YEAH  1941 ) 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

M . F. 

All  Causes 

» « • 

...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

• • • 

...  123  106 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

2.  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

4.  Whooping  Cough 
3*  Diphtheria 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

7.  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases 
9#  Influenza 

10.  Measles 

11.  Acute  Poll omyeli ties  & poliaencephali tis 

12.  Acute  infective  .encephalitis 

13.  Cancer  .of  Bronchial  Cavi.ty  and  Oesophagus  (M)  & Uterus  (ff) 
.14*  Cancer  of  Stonjaqh  and  Duodenum  ,= 

1 5.  Cancer  of  breast.  " , . .... 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

17.  Diabetes 

18.  Intracranial  vascular  Lesions 
19*  .Heart  disease 

20.  Other  diseases, of  circulatory  system 

21.  Bronchitis  • "7 

22.  Pneumonia 

23.  Other  respiratory  diseases 
24*  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

26.  appendicitis 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases. 

28.  Nephritis 

29.  Puerperal  & Post-abortion  sepsis 

30.  Other  maternal  causes 
31  Premature  Birth 

32.  Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injuries  and  Infantile 


2 

1 

2 

6 

1 

0 

1 


2 

5 

8 

0 

8 

22 

3 

10 

16 

1 

4 
2 
2 
2 
1 

0 

5 


1 

4 

1 

2 

2 


2 

4 

1 
7 

1 2 
20 

2 
4 
9 
2 

2 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 


33*  Suicide 

34.  Foad  Traffic  Accidents 
35*  Other  violent  causes 
36.  All  other  causes 

Diseases 

3 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

13 

Deaths  of  Infants 

(Total  • • . 

... 

III 

II  • 

Male 

19 

Female. 

17 

(Legitimate  ... 

t t « 

• • • 

• ft  • 

19 

17 

(illegi timate 

I • l 

• li 

III 

— 

Live  Births 

(Total  ..  ... 

lit 

III 

268 

2&T 

(Legitimate  ... 

III 

• t I 

.... 

264 

280 

(illegitimate  .. 

III 

♦ • 1 

• ft  ft 

4 

Still  Births 

(Total 

III 

• • ft 

ill 

9 

3 

(Legitimate  ... 

III 

1 1 1 

) • 1 

9 

5 

(illegitimate 

• • * 

III 

«.  » 

POPULATION  


...  ...  ...  ...  . •* 


24,010 


10 

• ■ Council  House , 

ALDRIDGE  . 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR*  S ANNUAL  REPORT  , 1 941  . 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Aldridge  Urban  District  Council, 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  fifteenth  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1941* 

The  sanitary  conditions  of  the  district  show  steady  progress. 

I would  respectfully  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  constant  support  and 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Clerk  to  the  Council  and 
Surveyor  for  the  help  and  co-operation  received  from  them. 


Water  Supply. 

The  whole  of  the  district  is  within  the  statutory  area  of 
the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company,  and  the  supply  of 
water  has  been  maintained  in  a satisfactory  state  of  quality  and 
quantity  throughout  the  year. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Number  of  Privies  Eliminated  ...  ...  ... 

"•  11  Ashpits.  * ...  ...  ... 

" " Pail  Closets  Eliminated  ...  ... 

i»  w Privies  remaining  in  the  district  ... 

i*  w f^ail  Closets  remaining  in  the  district  ... 


The  following  details  are  supplied  by  the  courtesy  of 
Mr.  H.S . Onions,  the  Council's  Engineer  & Surveyor:  - 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Nil. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

Effluents  from  sewage  disposal  works  in  the  area  have  been 
maintained  at  a satisfactory  standard  of  purity. 

Number  of  Houses  erected  during  the  year • 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  - Nil. 

(b)  By  other  Local  Authorities  Nil. 

(c)  By  Private  Enterprise'  Nil. 

Number  of  Houses  in  course  of  erection  at  end  of  y ear , 

a ) By  Local  A uthority  - Nil* 

b)  By  other  Local’ Authorities  Nil* 

c)  By- Private  Enterprise  Nil. 


Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

59. 

138. 
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REPORT  ON  THE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OP  HOUSEHOLD 

— — w^rmrs 'kcvkgb':  ~ ~ ~\ 

1st  April,  1941  to  31  st  March,  1 942 • 

I have  the  honour*  to  submit  herewith  a report  on  the  work  of 
collection  and  disposal  of  household  refuse  and  of  the  salvage  operations 
for  the  year  1941-42  in  respect  of  the  whole  of  the  district. 

^ * s 

Staff. 

L abour  has  been  very  difficult  and  irregular  throughout  the 
year.  Some  men  have  left  the  services  of  the  Council  to  return  to 
mining  industry  under  compulsory  order  and  others  to  seek  employmen  t 
in  higher  paid  industries. 

The  full  possible  working  time  throughout  the  year  for  the  staff 
employed  is  equivalent  to  15*26  persons  each  week*  whereas  the  actual 
attendance  at  wokpk  shows  an  average  equivalent  to  13*3  persons  at 
work  each  week.  It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  there  has  been  - 
throughout  the  year  a deficiency  equivalent  to  1 .96  persons  each  week 

The  absenteeism  referred  to  above  has  occurred  to  the  following 
extent :~ 


Working  days  lost  by  absenteeism. 


One  man  days  lost  by  workers 


certified  sick..... 375 

One  man  days  lost  through 
causes  other  than 
certified  sickness......  235 

Total  one  man  days  lost.....  61 0 


= 7*876%  of  possible  working  days 

= 4.936%  " " " " 

= 12.812%  « " « » 


The  amount  of  wages  paid  as  sick  benefit  to  the  staff  whilst 
absent  from  work  for  reasons  of  certified  sickness  has  shown  a net 
cost  to  the  Council  of  £64  6 lid. 

The  work  involved  has  been  heavier  by  increased  salvage  operation 
throughout  the  year. 

I desire  to  express  appreciation  of  the  regular  attendance  of 
the  drivers  and  of  the  good  work  done  by  the  Senior  Driver, 

Mr,  W«  Talbot. 


Vehicles  employed • 

One  7 cubic  yard  S and  D Freighter  Dustcart. 

One  8-9  " " tt  " » » ” 

One  10.5  w »*»»•"  » » 

Pr ogress  of  Work , 


A regular  collection  of  bins  and  pails  has  been  maintained 
throughout  the  year. 

Disposal  of  Refuse . 

Tipping  has  been  carried  out  at  Dumblederry  Lar*« * Mdridge. 
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Costings  • 

In  calculating  costings  a "depreciation  charge’1  based  on 
a seven  years1  life  of  the  vehicle  has  been  included  in  the  costs 
in  respect  of  vehicles  number  2.  and  3.  Number  1 Vehicle,  no 
depreciation  charge  has  been  included  as  this  depreciation  has 
been  previously  fully  depreciated  over  its  first  seven  years’  life. 

A.  The  costings  inclusive  of  depreciation  charges  are  shown, 
together  with  the  net  costings  (i.e.  less  depreciation) 


All  District, 

1939- 

-40 

1 940-41 

1 941  -42 

Collection 

£193© 

3 

4 

£2986 

19 

6 

£2870 

11 

6 

Disposal* 

31 

13 

7 

144 

15 

2 

169 

3 

Total. 

£l  961 

16 

11 

£2731 

14 

■ ■ -!4  ■ . 

8 

£3039 

11 

9 

Depreciation • 

90 

3 

9 

181 

13 

3 

181 

12 

8 

Net  Costs. 

£1871 

11 

2 

£2550 

1 

5 

£2857 

19 

1 

(continued  next-  page) 
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B.  Shows  the  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  under  various  headings 
and  also  makes  comparison  with  similar  costings  for  the  years 
■1-939-40,  1940-41  . ' . • 


All  District  - Year:- 

1939-40 

J 940-41 

1 941  -42 

Area  - in  Acres. 

9284 

9284 

9284 

Population.  * ' 

20,000 

22,640 

24,010 

Weight  of  refuse 
collected  per  1000 
population  per  day.- 

14.87  cwts. 

1 6.87  cwts.  • 

14*82  cwts. 

1 

Total  cost  collect- 
ion per  annum 
(including  deprecia- 

tion) 

Disposal. 

Total* 

£.  s.  d. 

1930  3 4 

• • ■ • . :i. 

£.  s.  d. 

2586  19  6 

1 44:  13  2 

, 1 1 " " ■ — • — 
1 

£ . s . d . 

2870  11  6 
I69  - 3 

2731  14  8 ; 1 

3039  1 1 9 

Expenditure  Coll, 

per  1000  pop.  Disp. 

96  10  2 

1 : ; 1 1 ...  8 

114  4 5.16 

6 7 10.53 

119  12  1.7 

7 - lOo’i 

•■per  annum.  ■ 

> Total.... 

98  1 10 

120  12  3.69 

126  12  11  08 

Cost  collection  per 
occupied  houses  per 
annum • 

s . d . 

5 4.3 

a.  d. 

7 2.9 

s . d . 

8 5.2 

Cost  per  ton  Coll, 

per  annum.  Disp. 

7 0.42 

1 •4 

7 5.03 

4.97 

8 10.08 
6.24 

T otal . . 

7 1 .82 

7 10.00 

' 9 4.32 

Rate  in  the  Coll. 

Pound  Disp. 

5.01 d. 
•08d. 

6 .01 6d. 
•336d. 

; 6.52do 

• 38d . 

1 Ui  £440 

Total.. 

5.09d. 

6.352d. 

6.90do 

Average  length  of 
haul  per  load. 

4.46  mis* 

6.41  mis. 

7.49  mis. 

Cost  of  each  house 
per  week  collectioh. 

. - ■ , T 7— 1 - 1 - 

1 .67d. 

1 *94do 

Co  st  per  1000  Coll, 
houses  per  Disp. 

• -£.,  s.  d. 
2 68  4 - 

5 10  4 

£.  s.  d. 

362  6 4.8 

20  5 5.76 

£.'  s • d . 

421  13  4 

24  17  3o6 

annum.  ' . 

Total.  ,j 

273  14  4 

382  11  10.56 

446  1 0 7*6 

All  the  figures  on  Table  B are  calculated  on  the  total  collection 
cost  of  £2870  11  6d.  which  includes  depreciation  charges. 


14 

i-  .NEARLY  SUMMARY  OF  SALVAGE  pQLLECT&D,  YEAR  ENDING  31  at  MARCH,  1 9U2 . 

The  table  below  shows  the  quantities  of  various  materials 
salved  and  sold  during  the  year,  together  with  the  income 
resulting  from  the  sales* 


The  previous:  years’  sales  amounted  to  £639  - lid.  and  the 
current  year,  therefore,  shows  an  increase  of  58*74%* 


i 


Materials • 

♦ 

Tons . 

Quantities  • 
Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 

£. 

Value . 

s.  d. 

Waste  Paper* 

•102 

1 

• 2 

1G 

412 

10 

2 

Cardboard ; 

14 

18 

1 

11* 

78 

5 

4 

Newspaper. 

- 

16 

2 

12 

6 

18 

3 j 

Periodicals* 

3 

10 

1 

4 

' ' 24  ' 

• 2 

7 

Total  Paper,  etc. 

121 

6 

3 

12 

581 

18 

4 

Scrap  Iron* 

20 

5 

2 

- 

: 4i 

10 

11 

Tins. 

23 

8 

2 

- 

7,  .'.32 

16 

7 

Galvanised  Scrap. 

3 

15 

3 

- 

§ 

18 

6 

Brass • 

- 

k 

3 

20 

' 3 

18 

2 

Aluminium* 

mm 

5 

3 

- 

10 

9 

- 

Lead  • 

3 

- 

1 6 

1 

10 

h 

Copper*  • 

- 

- 

3 

2 

1 

10 

7 

Zinc* 

- 

- 

1 

22 

4 

5 

Bones* 

4 

7 

3 

17 

15 

2 

5 

Textiles • 

6 

13 

«■* 

8 

49 

1£ 

7 

Gullet  White. 

9 

- 

• 1 

6 ‘ 

13 

5 

Kitchen  Waste. 

74 

8 

3 

- 

170 

16 

4 

Rubber  Tyres-. 

• 1 

9 

• - 

2 

14 

- 

Miscellaneous-.  

- 

- 

1 

6 

- 

2 

- 

Glass  Bottles*. 

33.786 

‘ 105 

6 

Glass  Jars. 

28, 

090 

42 

12 

6 

. -v  v . t 

Total • 

■<  . . r 

£1014 

8 

1 

1 

" ■ 1 i 

7 | 

i 


Total 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


Inspections  Made:- 


u 

tt 

1! 

* 

tt 

I* 

It 

tt 

tt 

tt 

It 

It 

It 

tt 

tt 

tt 

t» 

It 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 


>r 

tl 

it 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tdt 

tt 

V* 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

Ml 

tt 

tl 

tl 

tt 

It 

tt 

tt 


tt 

II 

tt 

n 

tt 

« 

t> 


Number  of  houses  under  jbhe  Public  Health  Acts. 

.... M Tt*' ‘ M - " , .V.  Housing  Acts. 

visits  Co  Slaughter  Houses  (Inspections) 
Pish  Shops. 

Milk  Shops. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 
Bakehouses . 

Factories • 

Outworkers  Premises. 

Pood  Shops* 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
investigated. 

Disinfection  of  premises. 
Cleansing  Work. 

Salvage  Work. 

Animals. 

Housing  Accommodation. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Ashpit  - Bin, 

Drainage • 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds *. 

Vermin.  : 

Miscellane ous . 

Permitted  Numbers. ■;- 
Food  Decontamination. 

Water  Samples. 

Overcrowding  .• 


tt 

tt 

n 

W 

w 

tt 

it 

hi 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

tt 

*t 

tt 

tt 

tt 

it 

tt 

tt 

it 


53 

12 

7 

2 

32 

27 

7 

17 

3 

16 

37 

35 

113 

282 

5 

3 

1 

9 

27 

5 

3 

56 

15 

7 

2 

1 


Visits  Made:- 


Primary  Vjsi'J~^  - r ial 


79 


Primary 
Re-visits , 


• « * 
• • ♦ 


• • i 

• « • 


• • • 
e • • 


* • c 

o • q 


779 

401 


Total  visits 


1 . i 80 


NOT  ICES  DEALT  WITH  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Notices 

Served. 

Notices 
Completed.  . 

uther  Notices 
Superseded  or 
Rescinded. 

Informal 

49 

119  '•  ' 

C 

N 3-1  . 

St at  utory 

8 

Nil . 

Nil. 

Total  • 

57 

''  119  •;  '■  ; 

Nil. 

FACTORIES  ETC 


Number  of  Inspections  Made : - 

Factories  * * • • • 
Bakehouses  « 
Outv/orkers  premises  . 


o • c 

« O 9 

+ » • 


• • • 

0 O • 

• • • 


• • • 
♦ • • 
• ft 


•f 

• ti 

7 

3 

27 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Primary  visits  and  inquiries,, 
Disinfection  of  infected  premises 


37 

35 


NUISANCES  AND  OTHER  MATTERS  DEALT  WITH  - NATURE  .AND  NUMBER. 


Houses 

it 


5J 

» 

» 

it 

it 

u 

» 

II 

If 

It 

Water 

ti 

si 


»l 

II 

If 

Hi 

» 

I* 

If 

If 

If 

» 


or 


I* 


Damp.  . 

Dirty. 

with  Defective  Roofs. 

14  Yard  paving  insufficient.1 
Interior  11  . ■ ” 

Defective  Yard  paving® 

” Interior  paving. 

Floor  Boards  defective. 

Surface  cha  nnels  defective 
insufficient. 

Drainage  insufficient. 

*1  . choked. 

" foul  - defective  - entrapped 

Exterior  Brickwork  Joints  defective 
Eaves  gutters  and  downspouts 
defective  or  insufficient. 

Closet  - Defective  flush. 

" Defective 
9 Pan  broken » 

Animals  improperly  kept. 

Accumulations  offQijsive.  ' 

Cesspools  - foul., or  defective. 

Ditch  - foul 
Miscellaneous  nuisances. 

Pantry  - insufficient  ven  t « 

Fire  Range  defective. 

Dust  Bins  defective. 

Building  Operations. 

Verminous  Premises.  — .... 

Factory  - insufficient  closet  accommodation*- 
Water  Cistern  - house  supply  defective. 
Miscellaneous  structural  'defects . 

Sinks  defective.  ‘ ' - * 

Water  Sergice  Pipes  defective. 

Urinals  - offensive* 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds.. 

Schools  - Insufficient  closet  accommodation. 

Dust  Bins  - houses  without. 

Wash  Boiler  defective. 

Housing  Accommodation  -.alleged  insufficient. 
Offensive  Trades.  7 A.---.. 


Total . 


2 

3 

8 

2 

12 

5 

2 

3 

13 

1 

17 

8 

9 

13 

9 

1 

4 

1 

b 

h 

b 

107 

A 

t 

3 

6 

3 

2 
2 

1 

66 

1 

2 
1 
8 
1 
3 
3 
2 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

Milk  Shops. 

Slaughterhouses . 

Fried  Fish  Shops. 
Bakehouses  • 

Food  Shops. 


ITS  TO  DAIRIES,  SHOPS®  ETC 

27 

32 

7 

2 


1 


91 


Total. 


The  following  Record  of  Samples  of  Milk  and  Other  Poods  taken 
in  the  district  has  been  supplied  by  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  f.D* 
Carruthers,  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Staffordshire 
County  Council. 

DETAILS  OP  SAMPLES -TAKEN  IN  ALDRIDGE  U.D.  UNDER  . 

THE  POOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938,  DURING  1941. 


Sample . Genuine • 

Milk,  Tuberculin  Tested.  3 

M Sterilized  11 

" Pasteurised  . „ , . . «,  J 

M Ordinary  . <> . • » * . » « 16 


Sugaro . . . . . 
Cocoa  * . . o o 
Butter  .... 
Lard 

Margarine  . 
C he e se  « . o . 
Sugar  • • . G • 
Bacon  . . . . . 
Te  a 


• © O-  © 4 0 O 4 © O • 

• 3*0 

«-  4 « f)C  ♦ 3 0 4*44 


,! 

I 

1 

.* 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

■] 


Adulterated.  Reamrks. 


1 / 6.6^  def.  in  f 

1 / Trace  of  added 

water. 


46  2: 


/ Repeat  samples  genuine.  Cautions  issued. 


MILK  SAMPLES  COLLECTED  IN  ALDRIDGE  U.D.  FOR 
BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND  BIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 
DURING  1941  . 


Total  • 

Clean 

liness . 

T.B. 

Satis . 

Unsat  is • 

Special  Designated,, 

Tuberculin  Tested...  3 

5 

- 

— 

Pasteurised  • . „ • » . . « 12  0 

Tuberculin  Tested 

12 

•• 

1 

Paste. ’.r lseQo, » » » « * 3 0 

3 

20 

20 

- 

1 

0 No  biological 

test  on  one  sample. 

In  addition,  2 samples  of  sterilized  milk 
examined  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

were 

All  the  pasteurised 
phosphatase  test. 

samples 

passed  the 

Undesignated  ......... . 35x 

18 

18 

1 

x No  biological  tests  on  3 

samples . 

UNSOUND  FOODS  SURRENDERED . 


Eggs 


761 


Chopped  Ham  (Tinned  Meat)  71bs 


Ham  141bs 


18 


hous  im . 


1'#  inspection  of  -Dwelling-houses  during  the  year:- 

1 . 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
- . for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts) 

65 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose# 

65 

•2. 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 
sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
reg  ulaticns,  1925. 

53 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose# 

53 

3. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Nil. 

4. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  s ub-head) 
found  not  1 o be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation. 

65 

5. 

H ouses  on  which  undertakings  were  given  and 
completed „ 

Nil# 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  formal  notice;- 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers. 

1 31 

3*  Action  under  statutory  x ow  rs  during  the  year:- 

(a 

) Proceedings'  under  Sections  9>  10  and  16  of  the 
Hou s i ng  AC:,  9 1936:- 

* 

1 • Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs# 

Nil. 

2.  Number  cf  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices :- 

(a)  by  owners o 

24 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners  9 

Nil* 

(b)  Free'' go  under  Public  Health  Acts:- 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied*  11 

2*  Number  of  dwel ling- houses  in  ?\/hich  defects 

were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices:- 

r 

(a)  by  owners  * Nil* 

( b N by  7 seal  Authority  in  default  of  owners# 


Nil 


19 


(c)  proceedings  unde??  Sections  11  and  1 3 of  the 
Housing  Act,  I936:- 

1 * Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made.  Nil. 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders.  $il. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  1 2 of  the 
Housing  A ct,  1936*“ 

1 . Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  we re  made*  Nil. 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit.  Nil. 

l+»  Housing  Act,  1936  - Part  IV  - Overcrowding. 

(a)  1 . Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year.  12. 

2 <s  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein.  12 

3«  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein.  113 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year*  2 

(c)  1 . Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year.  2 

2.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases 0 8 

I am,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

U.  BOOCOCK. 

Sanitary  Inspector* 


